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Pattern #12 — Quiz Answers: It turns out that ~~ ~

Dear Kenji,

[’m sorry that it took so long for me to write to you, but it turns out that our WIFI system had broken down suddenly,
so we couldn’t access the internet or send emails for a while. Everyone here was panicking, but thankfully, it turned
out that a neighboring clinic had some spare equipment, so we were able to borrow it. You’re the first person I’'m
emailing from here! I’m such a nice friend, right? Equipment breakdowns are really common here, and nothing works
properly. I’ve been here for a week, and I’'m beginning to realize how hard it 1s to work 1n a tiny clinic in the middle
of nowhere. [t turns out that this clinic had requested additional staff a year ago, but no volunteers wanted to work in
a run-down rural clinic, so they had been seriously short-staffed for quite some time. You can imagine how relieved
they were when our volunteer-group finally arrived! This clinic is the only one in this rural area, so all the local
people come here. We are always extremely busy, tired, and anxious. I was nervous about whether I could manage the
work, but it turned out that the clinic offered a very extensive training-program for us, and all the veteran staff have
been so sweet and helpful. But I have to admit that I still wasn’t prepared for the reality of working at a medical clinic
in a developing country. Last week, a mother brought her 5-year-old child to the clinic in the middle of the night. It
turns out that they had travelled 2 days on foot from a neighboring village because they couldn’t afford the
transportation-fee to get here. The mother had carried her child for 2 straight days because her daughter was too weak
to walk. It turns out that the little girl hadn’t eaten for over a week. The girl was skin-and-bones, and she was too
weak to even open her eyes or speak. It turns out that the mother was half-dead from exhaustion too, so I had to hold
her child in my arms while the nurse prepared the intravenous feeding equipment. Somehow, I stayed calm during the
experience, but I couldn’t hold back my tears when I got back to my tent. I cried all night thinking about that poor girl
and her mother. But it turns out that we were able to save both their lives, so I was ecstatic too! Every day I feel so
many different emotions. At times like this, I miss you so muc<ERROR: INTERNET FAILURE: EMAIL INTERRUPTED>
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