1 Pattern #8: Have you heard about / Did vou hear about /I have been hearing about / I heard about
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Have you heard about that new medication that ABC Company developed? Apparently, they finally found a cure for baldness! Hooray!
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Did you hear about that big earthquake in Afghanistan? I heard about it on the news yesterday. I heard that it was a really big one.
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These days, I have been hearing about free-schools as an alternative to traditional public schools. I heard about it on television, and I read
about it in the newspapers. Everyone is talking about it. I’ve been hearing about how free-schools can help shut-in kids return to society.
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Have you heard anything about Trump’s new tariff on imports from Japan? Recently, I haven’t heard any new updates about it, so I’'m
getting a little nervous. Have you heard anything about it? If you hear anything about that new tariff, could you let me know? Thanks.
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| Did you hear about Tiffany’s divorce? I heard about it from Robert last night on the phone. Neither of us could believe it! God, this is so
depressing. And it’s really strange, too. I’ve been hearing about divorce so often lately! It seems like everyone is getting divorced these days.
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Hey, have you heard about the surprise-quiz that we are going to have next class? I heard about it from Mike this morning. Nobody is
supposed to know about it, so how did Mike find out? *";;
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Kenji: Hey, have you heard about the restructuring? Management says that they will start laying off employees next month.
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Miho: What? Oh no! So, have you heard about who is going to get fired? I haven’t heard anything about this! I can’t believe this.
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Kenji: I had been hearing rumours about the restructuring for the past couple of months. Apparently, management made its final decision last

week, and they announced it this morning. I heard about this from Steve a moment ago. I still haven’t heard about who will lose their jobs. |
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Miho: Did you hear about Janet? Oh my God, I’'m so excited for her! 71
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Kenji: What, what? What happened? What did you hear? ™
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Miho: I heard that she’s pregnant! You know Janet’s husband Dennis, right? I ran into him yesterday, and I heard about it from him.
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Kenji: Oh, man! That’s great! I’'m so happy for her! ~* She must be ecstatic! Do you have any other details? When is the baby due?
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Kenji: The other day, I heard about this guy who can do sign language with his toes! I saw it on the news. Have you heard about this guy?
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Miho: No, I haven’t. Wait... but why.... [ don’t get it. Why would anyone want to do sign language with their toes? He has no hands?
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Kenji: He has hands, and he can sign with them as well. Apparently, he wanted to be able to talk with two different people at the same time!
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Miho: Have you heard about the 8050 phenomenon? I’ve been hearing a lot about it these days on the news.
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Kenji: 8050? What is that? I haven’t heard anything about that. Is it some kind of food? Can you eat it?
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Miho: No, you silly boy! ;; It’s not some kind of new snack. You’re always thinking with your stomach. 8050 is a new social problem.
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1 Kenji: Well, if you can’t eat it, I’'m not interested. R
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Miho: Haha. .. Would you just listen? ™ This is serious! Have you heard about the “hikikomori” problem around the world?
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Kenji: Of course I’ve heard about it. Hikikomoris are social shut-ins who neither work nor go to school, and they never leave their houses.
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Miho: This social problem has entered a new phase. As shut-ins remain that way for many years, they get older and older, as do their parents.
So, as a result, there is an increasing number of middle-aged shut-ins in their 50s who are still being supported by their parents in their 80s.
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Kenji: Well, can’t their parents or someone just force the shut-ins to go outside and get a job?
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Miho: Actually, that has become another big social problem. Lately, I’ve been hearing about 5| = 1 | = companies who specialize in
“reforming” long-term shut-ins. I heard that many of these 5| & & L B companies use violence, torture and extortion to force the shut-ins to
leave their homes. I heard about the parents of shut-ins being coerced into paying these companies huge sums of money. And nowadays, I’ve
been hearing about many 5| = H! L = companies being sued for unethical business-practices. You’ve never heard about this problem?
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