
PRACTICE 15: Outlining an Academic 
Paragraph (page 75)

A  1.  Supporting Detail: for individuals who 

want physical challenges; e.g., scuba diving 

on The Great Barrier Reef, cross-country 

skiing in Yellowstone, and exploring the 

jungles of the Amazon by boat 

  2.  Supporting Detail: for anyone who likes 

high levels of excitement and danger

 B.  Main Point: Soft adventure still gives travelers 

an opportunity to have new and exciting 

experiences in beautiful locations, but it is 

usually less risky and more comfortable.

  1.  Supporting Detail: less danger in 

studying a language during a homestay but 

still thrilling

  2.  Supporting Detail: activities such as 

hot-air ballooning and bird watching for a 

fresh way to see the world

B Topic Sentence: There are three kinds of bad 

drivers you see on the streets and highways of 

almost any country.

 A.  Main Point: The first kind of bad driver is 

the aggressive driver who has big dreams of 

being a Grand Prix racer.

  1.  Supporting Detail: quick to leave when 

traffic light turns green 

  2.  Supporting Detail: too fast; above the 

speed limit and always in the passing lane 

 B.  Main Point: The second kind of bad driver 

is the busy modern multitasker; e.g., working 

mothers and overworked businesspeople.

  1.  Supporting Detail: other activities while 

driving; e.g., eating, drinking coffee, talking 

on the phone, and disciplining children

 C.  Main Point: The last kind is the cautious driver 

who drives extremely slowly and carefully.

  1.  Supporting Detail: No faster than 40 mph 

on highways; down to 30 mph on every 

curve

  2.  Supporting Detail: Almost completely 

stopped to make a turn

  Concluding Sentence: In conclusion, bad 

drivers can be speedsters, “slowsters,” or just 

inattentive motorists, but you have to watch out 

for all of them!

CHAPTER 4 (pages 79–101)

Questions about the Model (page 81)

 1. three reasons, Sentence 2 (the topic sentence) 

 2. the first reason is (Sentence 3), that leads me 

to the second reason (Sentence 8), finally 

(Sentence 15)

 3. examples and explanations

PRACTICE 1: Identifying and Finding 
Synonyms (page 81)

A 2. d 5. b

 3. a 6. c

 4. f 7. e

B Answers will vary. Possible answers include:
 1. business, firm

 2. complex, difficult

 3. helpful, useful

 4. catastrophe, failure, ruin, tragedy

 5. big, crucial, essential, key, major, significant, 

vital

 6. charge, cost, fee

PRACTICE 2: Recognizing Logical 
Division (page 83)

“Why I Don’t Have a Credit Card” (the writing 

model); “Secrets of Good Ads” (Practice 4, 

Paragraph 1); “Cookies, but Not the Ones to Eat” 

(Practice 4, Paragraph 2); “Kinds of Salespeople” 

(Practice 5, Paragraph 2); “Part-Time Jobs” 

(Practice 6); “Black Friday” (Practice 10); “Getting 

a Parking Space at the Mall” (Practice 11); 

“Why Advertisers Care about Young Shoppers” 

(Practice 13).

PRACTICE 3: Outlining for Logical 
Division (page 84)

 A.  Main Point: The first reason is that using 

a piece of plastic instead of cash makes 

shopping too easy.

   1.  Supporting Detail: buy unnecessary items

   2.  Supporting Detail: buy $75 pink sandals 

without enough money to pay for them

 B.  Main Point: That leads me to the second 

reason I refuse to have a credit card. I would 

end up owing money.

   1.  Supporting Detail: buy a lot like 

shopaholic Sara

   2.  Supporting Detail: have a big debt like 

Sara; now $4,000 in debt

   3.  Supporting Detail: be in debt for years if 

monthly interest charges are higher than 

minimum monthly payments

 C.  Main Point: I avoid using credit because 

I have difficulty understanding credit card 

agreements.

   1.  Supporting Detail: difficult legal 

vocabulary

   2.  Supporting Detail: fine print—small type 

with important details

   3.  Supporting Detail: late fees or higher 

interest rates

Concluding Sentence: To sum up, credit cards may 

be convenient for some people, but for me, they are a 

plastic ticket to financial disaster.
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